A Tow Operator’s Guide to Private Property Towing Under CVC 22658

Assembly Bill 2210 substantially changed the law regulating the non-consensual towing of vehicles from private property. The
new law, which will take effect January 1%, 2007, contains new criminal and civil penalties for violating the provisions regulating
private property towing. This guide was put together by the California Tow Truck Association to assist its members in complying
with the new law. Due to the number of changes in the law and the new criminal and civil liability we urge each member to read

the new law in its entirety and to consult an attorney if they have any questions.

Authorization - All tows from private property require “authorization from the owner or person in lawful possession of private
property” (with the exception of tows initiated by law enforcement agencies)

Type of Requirements: Comments: Penalties for violators:
Authorization:

Specific Specific Authorization requires obtaining “written A separate written authorization is required for each Misdemeanor, punishable by a fine
Authorization authorization from the property owner or lessee, and every vehicle at the time the tow is performed. This | of not more than two thousand five

including an association of a common interest
development, or an employee or agent thereof, who
shall be present at the time of removal and verify the
alleged violation”. CVC 22658 (I) (1) (A)

Note: A person providing the written authorization (who
is required to be present on the private property at the
time of the tow) does not have to be physically present
at the specific location where the vehicle to be removed
is located on that private property.

must contain the following information: (1) the make,
model, vehicle identification number, and license plate
number of the removed vehicle; (2) the name,
signature, job title, residential or business address and
working telephone number of the person authorizing the
removal of the vehicle; (3) the grounds for the removal
of the vehicle; (4) the time when the vehicle was first
observed parked at the private property; (5) the time
that authorization to tow the vehicle was given. CVC
22658 () (1) (B)

CVC 22658.2 which contained provisions for towing
from common interest developments (i.e.
condominiums, gated communities, etc.) has been
repealed. Towing from these types of developments
is now governed under CVC 22658.

hundred dollars ($2,500), or by
imprisonment in the county jail for not
more than three months, or both.
CVC 22658 (1) (4)

Civil liability to the owner of the
vehicle or his or her agent for four
times the amount of the towing and
storage charges. CVC 22658 (1) (5)

Private property lot
open to the public
(Tow Operator’s
Additional Duty to
inquire)

A towing company shall not remove or commence the
removal of a vehicle from private property_open to the

CVC 22953 prohibits a tow from private property open
to the public without a fee within one hour of the

public without a fee described in Subdivision (a) of
Section 22953 unless the towing company has made a
good faith inquiry to determine that the owner or the
property owner's agent complied with Section 22953.
CVC 22658 (1) (1) (D)

vehicle being parked EXCEPT for hotel, motel, and
apartment stalls and disabled parking or vehicles
parked within 15 feet of a fire lane or fire hydrant or the
entrance to or exit from private property.

Misdemeanor, punishable by a fine
of not more than two thousand five
hundred dollars ($2,500), or by
imprisonment in the county jail for not
more than three months, or both.
CVC 22658 (1) (4)

Civil liability to the owner of the
vehicle or his or her agent for four
times the amount of the towing and
storage charges. CVC 22658 (1) (5)

A property owner or owner’s agent or
lessee who causes the removal of a
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